'»%$ •& 










Surgeon General's Office 

{section, 

» ..£.Z.gJ>Z9 



-hx~- — :"_".•"'. ■ : ■ " : ■ ' •• : •■ '■ •• : ■■ : ■ 



b 









NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE 
Washington 



o3 



Ki 



E9F 



^fc 



*5s% 



^ '?£* 



RULES 



AND 



ARTICLES, 

FOR THE BETTER 

GOVERNMENT 

O F T H E 

TROOPS 

Raifed, or to be raifed, and kept in pay by and at 
the joint Expence of the 

Twelve united Englijh COLONIES 

O F 

N RTH AMERICA. 



PHILADELPHIA'. 
Printed by William and Thomas Bradford, 1775. 



RULES 

% 

AND 

ARTICLES, 



C. 



In GENERAL CONGRESS of the 
United Colonies, held at Philadel- 
phia, on the 10th day of May, 1775. 



WHEREAS his Majefy'smo/l faithful fubjecls in thefe Colonies 
are reduced to a dangerous and critical fituation, by the at- 
tempts of the Britijh Minijiry, to carry into execution, by force of 
arms, federal unconjlitutional, and opprejjive ails of the Britijh 
Parliament for laying taxes in America, to enforce the collection of 
thefe taxes, and for altering and changing the Confiitution and inter- 
nal police of fome of thefe Colonies, in violation of the natural, and 
civil rights of the Colonies. 

And whereas, hojlilities have been actually commenced in the Maf 
fachufeti's-Bay, by the Britijh troops, under the command of General 
Gage, and the lives of a number of the inhabitants of that Colony 
defroyed: — The tovun of Bofton not only having been long occupied 
as a garrifoned tovun in an enemies country, but the inhabitants 
thereof treated nuith a fever ity, And cruelty not to be juftifed, even 
tovjards declared enemies. And vohereas large reinforcemtnts have 
been ordered, and arefoon expeBed for the declared purpefe oj compelling 
theje Colonies to Jubmit to the operation of the /aid ads, avhich hath 
rendered it necejjary, and an indifpenfible duty, for the exprefs pur- 
pofe ofjecuring and defending theje Colonies, and prejerving them 
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ittfafety again/} all attempts, to carry the /aid acls, into execution : 
That an armed force be raifedfufficient to defeat fuch hojlile defigns, 
and prefer've, and defend, the Lives, Liberties, and Immunities of 

the Colonifts; for the due regulating and nuell ordering of 'which ■ 

Refolved, That the following RULES and ORDERS be attended 
to, and obferved by fuch forces as are or may hereafter be raifedfor 
the proptft afore/aid. — ; 

ARTICLE i. That every officer who fhall be retained, 
and every foldier who fhall ferve in the Centinental Army, 
fhall, at the time of his acceptance of his commiffion or 
inliftment, fubfcribe thefe rules and regulations. And that 
the officers and foldiers, already of that army, (hall alfo as 
foon as may be fubfcribe the fame ; from the Time of which 
fubfcription every officer and foldier fhall be bound by thofe 
regulations. But if any of the officers or foldiers, now of 
the faid army, do not fubfcribe thefe rules and regulation:., 
then they may be retained in the faid army, fubjecl; to the 
rules and regulations under which they entered into the fervice, 
or be difcharged from the fervice, at the option of the Com- 
mander in Chief, 

ART. 2. It is earneftly recommended to all officers and 
foldiers diligently to attend Divine Service ; and all officers 
and foldiers, who fhall behave indecently or irreverently at 
any place of Divine Worfhip, fhall, if commiffioned officers, 
be brought before a court-martial, there to be publicly and 
feverely reprimanded by the Prefident ; if non-commiffioned 
officers or foldiers, every perfon fo offending, fhall, for his 
firft offence forfeit One Sixth of a Dollar, to be deducted out 
of his next pay ; for the fecond offence, he fhall not only for- 
feit a like fum, but be confined for twenty four hours ; and 
for every like offence, fhall fuffer and pay in like manner, which 
money fo forfeited fhall be applied to the ufe of the fick fol- 
diers of the troop or company to which the offender belongs. 

ART. 3. Whatfoever non-commiffioned officer or foldier 
/hall ufe any profane oath or execration, fhall incur the penal- 
ties expreffed in the firft article ; and if a commiffioned officer 
be thus guilty of profane curfing or fwearing, he fhall forfeit 
and pay for each and every fuch offence the fum of Four 
Shillings, lawful money. 

ART. 4. 
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ART. 4. Any officer or foldier, who fliaU behave himfelf 
with contempt or diirefpett towards the General or Generals, 
or Commanders in Chief of the Continental Forces, or fhall 
fpeak falfe words tending to his or their hurt or difhonour, 
fhall be punifhed according to the nature of his offence, by 
the judgment of a general court-martial. 

ART. 5. Any officer or foldier, who fhall begin, excite, 
caufe or join in any mutiny or fedition, in the regiment, troop 
or company to which he belongs, or in any other regiment, 
troop or company of the Continental Forces, either by land or 
fea, or in any party, port, detachment, or guard, on any pre- 
tence whafoever, fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as by a general 
court-martial fhall be ordered. 

ART. 6. Any officer, non-commiflioned officer, or foldieri 
who being prefent at any mutiny, or fedition, does not ufe his 
utmoft endeavours to fupprefs the fame, or coming to the 
knowledge of any mutiny, or intended mutiny, does not, 
without delay, give information thereof to the commanding 
Officer, fhall be punifhed by order of a general Court Martial 
according to the nature of his offence. 

ART. 7. Any Officer or Soldier, who fhall flrike his fu- 
perior Officer, or draw or offer to draw, or fhall lift up any 
weapon, or offer any violence againll him, being in the execu- 
tion of his office, on any pretence whatfoever, or fhall difobey 
any lawful commands of his fuperior Officer, fhall fuffer fuch 
punifhment as fhall, according to the nature of his offence, be 
ordered by the fentence of a general Court-Martial. 

ART. 8. Any non-commiffioned Officer or Soldier, who 
fhall defert, or without leave of his commanding Officer, abfent 
himfelffrom the troop or company to which he belongs, or 
from any detachment of the fame, fhall, upon being convicted 
thereof, be punifhed according to the nature of his offence, at 
the difcretion of a general Court Martial. 

ART. 9. Whatfoever officer or foldier fhall be ccnvic~led 
of having advifed or perfuaded any other officer or foldier to 
defert, fhall fuffer fuch punifhment ab fhall be ordered by the 
icntence of a general court martial. 

ART. 10. All officers, of what condition foever, fhall 
have power to part and quell all quarrels, frays, and diforders, 
though the perfons concerned fliould belong to another regi- 
ment 
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ment, troop or company ; and either order officers to be arrett- 
ed, or non-commiffioned officers or foldiers to be confined and 
imprifoned, till their proper fuperior officers fhall be acquaint- 
ed therewith ; and whoever (hall refufe to obey fuch officer 
(though of an inferior rank) or fhall draw his fword upon 
him, fhall be punifhed at the difcretion of a general court- 
martial. 

ART. II. No officer or foldier fhall ufe any reproachful 
or prevoking fpeeches or geftures to another ; nor fhall pre- 
fume to fend a challenge to any perfon to fight a duel : And 
whoever fhall knowingly and willingly fuffer any perfon what- 
foever to go forth to fight a duel ; or fhall fecond, promote, 
or carry any challenge, fhall be deemed as a principal : And 
whatfoever officer or foldier fhall upbraid another for refufing 
a challenge, fhall alfo be confidered as a challenger : And all 
fuch offenders, in any of thefe or fuch like cafes, fhall be pu- 
nifhed at the difcretion of a general Court-Mar tial. 

ART. 12. Every officer commanding in quarters, or on a 
march, fhall keep good order, and, to the utmoft of his power, 
redrefs all fuch abufes, or disorders which may be committed 
by any officer or foldier under his command : If upon any com- 
plaint made to him, of officers or foldiers beating, or other- 
wife ill-treating any perfon, or of committing any kind of 
riot, to the difquieting of the inhabitants of this continent ; he 
the faid Commander, who fhall refufe or omit to fee juftice 
done on the offender or offenders, and reparation made to the 
party or parties injured, as far as the offenders wages fhall 
enable him or them, fhall, upon due proof thereof, be punifh- 
ed as ordered by a general court-martial, in fuch manner as if 
he himfelf had committed the crimes or diforders complained 
of. 

ART. 13. If any officer fhould think himfelf to be wrong- 
ed by his Colonel or the commanding Officer of the Regiment, 
and fhall, upon due application made to him, be refufed to be 
redrefTed, he may complain to the General or Commander in 
Chief of the Continental Forces, in order to obtain juftice, 
who is hereby required to examine into faid complaint, and 
fee that juftice be done. 

ART. 14. If any inferior officer or foldier, fhall think 
himfelf wronged by his Captain or other Officer commanding 
the troop or company to which he belongs, he is to complain 

thereof 
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thereof to the commanding Officer of the Regiment, who is 
hereby required to fummon a regimental court-martial, for the 
doing jultice to the complainant ; from which regimental court- 
martial, either party may, if he thinks himfelf ftill aggrieved, 
appeal to a general court-martial ; but if, upon a fecond hear- 
ing, the appeal mail appear to be vexatious and groundlefs, 
the perfon fo appealing, fhall be punifhed at the difcretion of 
the general court-martial. 

ART. 15. Whatfoever non-commiffioned officer or foldier, 
fhall be convicted, at a regimental court-martial, of having 
fold, or defignedly, or through neglect, wafted the ammuniti- 
on, arms, or provifions, or other military ftores, delivered out 
to him, to be employed in the fervice of this continent, fhall, 
if an officer, be reduced to a private centinel ; and if a pri- 
vate foldier, fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as (hall be ordered by 
a regimental court-martial. 

ART. 16. All non-commiffioned officers and foldiers, who 
fhall be found one mile from the camp, without leave in writing 
from their commanding officer, fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as 
fhall be inflicted on him or them by the fentence of a regimental 
court-martial. 

ART. 17. No officer or foldier fhall lie out of his Quarters, 
or camp, without leave from the commanding officer of the 
regiment, upon penalty of being punifhed according to the 
nature of his offence, by order of a regimental court-martial. 

ART. 18. Every non-commiffioned officer and foldier fhall 
retire to his quarters, or tent, at the beating of the retreat ; in 
default of which, he fhall be punifhed according to the nature 
of his offence, by order of the commanding officer. 

ART. 19. No officer, non-commiffioned officer or foldier, 
fhall fail of repairing, at the time fixed, to the place of parade 
or exercife, or other rendezvous appointed by the command- 
ing officer, if not prevented by ficknefs, orfome other evident 
neceffity ; or fhall go from the faid place of rendezvous, op 
from his guard, without leave from his commanding officer, 
before he fhall be regularly difmiffed or relieved, on penalty ef 
being punifhed according to the nature of his offence, by the 
fentence of a regimental court-martial. 

ART. 20. Whatfoever commiffioned officer fhall be found 
drunk on his guard, party or other duty, under arms, fhall be 

cafhiered 
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cafhiered for it; any non-commiffioned officer or foldier, Co of- 
fending, fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as fhall be ordered by the 
fentence of a regimental court-martial. 

ART. 21. Whatfoever centinel (hall be found fleeping up- 
on his port, or fhall leave it before he fhall be regularly relieved, 
fiiall fuffer fuch punifhment as fhall be ordered by the fentence 
of a general court-martial. 

ART. 22. Any perfon belonging to the Continental 
army, who by difcharging of fife-arms, beating of drums, or by 
any other means whatfoever, fhall occafion falfe alarms, in 
camp or quarters, fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as fhall be or- 
dered by the fentence of a general court-martial. 

ART. 23. Any officer or foldier, who fhall without urgent 
neceffity, or without leave of his fuperior officer, quit his 
platoon or divifion, fhall be punifhed according to the nature 
of his offence, by the fentence of a regimental court-martial. 

ART. 24. No officer or foldier fhall do violence, or offer 
any infult, or abufe, to any perfon who fhall bring provifions, 
or other neceffaries, to the camp, or quarters of the conti- 
nental army; any officeror foldier fo offending, fhall, upon com- 
plaint being made to the commanding officer, fuffer fuch punifh- 
ment as fhall be ordered by a regimental court-martial. 

ART. 2$. Whatfoever officer or foldier fhall fhamefully 
abandon any poft committed to his charge, or fhall fpeak words 
inducing others to do the like, in time of an engagement, 
fhall fuffer death immediately. 

ART. 26. Any perfon belonging to the continental army, 
who fhall make known the watchword to any perfon who is not 
intitled to receive it, according to the rules and difcipline of 
war, or fhall prefume to give a parole, or watch-word different 
from what he received, fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punifh- 
ment as fiiall be ordered by the fentence of a general court- 
martial. 

ART. 27. Whofoever, belonging to the continental army, 
fhall relieve the enemy with money, victuals, or ammunition ; 
or fiiall knowingly harbour or proteft an enemy, fhall fuffer 
fuch punifhment as by a general court-martial fhall be ordered. 

ART. 28. Whofoever, belonging to the continental army, 
fhall be convicted of holding correspondence with, or of giv- 
ing 
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ing intelligence to the enemy, either direftly or indirectly, 
(hall fuffer fuch punifhment as by a general court-ir.artial (hall 
be ordered. 

ART. 29. All public (lores taken ir> the enemy's camp or 
magazines, whether of artillery, ammunition, cloathing or 
provifions, (hall be (ecured for the ufe of the United Colonies. 

ART. 30. If any officer or foldier (hall leave his pod or 
colours, in time of an engagement, to go in fearch of plunder, 
he (hall, upon being convicted thereo( before a general court- 
martial, fuffer fuch punifliment as by faid court-martial (hall be 
ordered. 

ART. 51. If any commander of any poft, intrenchment, 
or fortrefs, (hall be compelled, by the officers or foldiers under 
his command, to give it up to the enemy, or to abandon it, 
the commiffioned officer, non-commiffioned officers or foldiers 
who (hall be convicted of having fo offended, (hall fuffer death, 
or fuch other punifliment as may be inflicted Upon them by the 
fentence of a general court-martial. 

ART. 3 :. All Suttlers and Retailers to a camp, and all per- 
fons whatfoever, ferving with the continental army in the field, 
though not inlifted foldiers, are to be fubject to the articles, 
rules, and regulations of the continental army. 

ART. 33. No general court-martial (hall confift of a lefs 
number than thirteen, none of which (hall be under the degree 
of a commiffioned officer ; and the prefident (hall be a field 
officer : And the prefident of each and every court-martial, 
whether general or regimental, (hall have power to adminifter 
an oath to every witnefs, in order to the trial of offenders. And 
the members of all courts martial (hall be duly fworn by the 
Prefident ; and the next in rank on the court-martial, (hall ad- 
minifter the oath to the Prefident. 

ART. 34. The members, both of general and regimental 
courts-martial, (hall, when belonging to different corp*, take 
the fame rank which they hold in the army ; but when courts- 
martial (hall be compofed of officers of one corps, they ihall 
take their ranks according to their commiffions by which they 
are muftered in the faid corps. 

ART. 35. All the members of a court-martial, are to 
behare with calmnefs, decency, and impartiality ; and in 
L giving 



giving of their votes, are to begin with the youngefl or loweft 
in commiffion. 

ART. 36. No field officer (hall be tried by any perfon un- 
der the degree of a captain; nor fliall any proceedings or trials 
be carried on, excepting between the hours of eight in the 
morning, and three in the afternoon, except in cafes which re- 
quire an immediate example. 

ART. 37. The commiffioned officers of every regiment 
may, by the appointment of their colonel or commanding offi- 
cer, hold regimental courts-martial for the enquiring into fuch 
difputes or criminal matters as may come before them, and for 
the inflicting corporal punifliments, for fmall offences, and 
fhall give judgment by the majority of voices ; but no fen- 
tence (hall be executed till the commanding officer (not being 
a member of the court-martial) fliall have confirmed the fame. 

ART. 38. No regimental court-martial fliall conflft of lefs 
than five officers, excepting in cafes where that number cannot 
be conveniently affembled, when three may be fufficient ; who 
are likeuife to de»ermine upon the fentence by the majority of 
voices ; which fentence is to be confirmed by the commanding 
officer, not being a member of the court-martial. 

ART. 39. Every officer, commanding in any fort, caflle, 
oi barrack, or elfewhere, where the corps under his command 
confifls of detachments from different regiments, or of inde- 
pendent companies, may affemble courts-martial for the trial of 
offenders in the fame manner as if they were regimental, whofe 
fentence is not to be executed till it fliall be confirmed by the 
iaid commanding officer. 

ART. 40 No perfon whatfoever fliall ufe menacing words, 
figns, or geftures in the prefenceof a court martial then fetting, 
or fliall caufe any diforder or riot, fo as todifturb their proceed- 
ing, on the penalty of being puniflied at the difcretion of the 
faid court-martial. 

ART. 41. To the end that offenders maybe brought to 
pftice ; whenever any officer or foldier fliall commit a crime 
deferving puniihment, he fliall by his commanding officer, if 
an officer, be put in arrefl: ; if a non-commiflioned officer or 
foldier. be imprifoned till he fhall be either tried by a court- 
martial, or fliall be lawfully difcharged by proper authority. 

ART. 42. 
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ART. 42. No officer or foldier who (hall be put in arreft, 
or imprifonment, fhall continue in his confinement more than 
eight days, or till iuch time as a court-martial can be conveni- 
ently afftmbled. 

ART. 43. No officer commanding a guard, or provofl- 
marfhal, fhall refufe to receive or keep any prifoner committed 
to his charge, by an officer belonging to the continental forces; 
which officer fhall at the fame time deliver an account in writ- 
ing, figned by himfelf, of the crime with which the Lid prifo- 
ner is charged. 

ART. 44. No officer commanding a guard, or provoft- 
marfhal, fhall prefume to releafe any prifoner committed to 
his charge, without proper authority for fo doing; nor fhall he 
fuffer any prifoner to efcape, on the penalty of being punifhed 
for it, by the fentence of a general court-martial. 

ART. 4;. Every officer or provoft marfhal, to whofe charge 
prifoners fhall be committed, is hereby required, within twen- 
ty-four hours after fuch commitment, or as foon as he fhall be 
relieved from his guard, to give in writing to the Colonel of 
the regiment to whom the prifoner belongs (where the prifoner 
is confined upon the guard belonging to the faid regiment, and 
that his offence only relates to the negleft of duty in his own 
corps) or to the commander in chief, their names, their crimes, 
and the names of the officers who committed them, on the pe- 
nalty of being punifhed for his difobedience or neglect, at the 
difcretionof a general court-martial. 

ART, 46. And if any officer under arreft mail leave his 
confinement before he is fet at liberty by the officer who con- 
fined him, or by a fuperior power, he fhall be cafhiered for it. 
_ ART. 47. Whatfoever commiffioned officer fhall be con- 
victed before a general Court-Martial, of behaving in afcanda- 
lous, infamous manner, fuch as is unbecoming the character of 
of an officer and a gentleman, fhall be diicharged from the 
fervice. 

ART. 48. All officers, conductors, gunners, matroffes, 
drivers, or any other perfons whatfoever, receiving pay or hire, 
in the fervice of the continental artillery, fhall be governed by 
the aforefaid rules and articles, and fhall be fubjeft to be tried 
by courts-martial, in like manner with the officers and foldiers 
of the continental troops. 

B 2 ART. 40, 
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ART. 49. For differences arifing smongft thcmfelves, or 
in matters relating folely to their own corps, the courts-martial 
may be compofed of their own officers ; but where a number 
fufilciem of fuch officers cannot be affembled, or in matters 
wherein other corps are interested, the officers of artillery fhall 
fit in courts-martial, with the officers of the other corps. 

ART. 50. All crimes not capital, and all difcrders and 
neglects, which officers and foldiers may be guilty of, to the 
prejudice of good order and military difcipline, though not 
mentioned in the articles of war, are to be taken cognizance of 
by a general or regimental court-martial, according to the na- 
ture and degree of the offence, and be punifhed at their dif- 
cretion. 

ART. 51, That no pcrfons fhall be fentenced by a court- 
martial to fuffer death, except in the cafes exprefsly mentioned 
in the foregoing articles; nor fhall any punilhment be inflicted 
at the difcretion of a court-martial, other than degrading, 
cafhering, drumming out of the army, whipping not exceed- 
ing Thirty-nine lafhes, fine not exceeding two months pay of 
the offender, imprifonment not exceeding one month. 

ART. 52. The field officers of each and every regiment 
are to appoint fome fuitablc perfon belonging to fuch regiment, 
to receive all fuch fines as may arife within the fame, tor any 
breach of any of the foregoing articles, and fhall direct the 
fame to be carefully and properly applied to the relief of fuch 
lick, wounded, or neceffitous foldiers, as belong to fuch regi- 
ment ; and fuch perfon fhall account with fuch officer for all 
fines received, and the application thereof. 

ART. 53. All members fetting in courts-martial fhall be 
fworn by the Picfident of faid courts, which Prefident fhall 
himfelf be iworn by the officer in faid court next in rank : — ■ 
The oath to be adminiiiered previous to their proceeding to 
the trial of any offender, in form following, viz. 

*' You A. B. fvjear that you will iveJl and truly try, and im- 
partially determine the cauje of the prijoner now t» he tried, according 
to the rules for regulating the Continental Army. So help you 
God." 

ART. 54. All perfons called to give evidence, in any cafe, 
befjie a court-martial, who fhall refuie to give evidence, fhall 
be pur.ifhed for fuch refufaj, at the difcretion of fuch court- 
martial ; 
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martial : The oath to be adminiftered In the form following, 
viz. 

" You Jkvear the evidence you Jball give in the caje no<w in 
hearing, Jhall be the truth, the <whok truth, and nothing but tbt 
truth. So help you God." 

ART. 55. Every officer commanding a regiment, troop, 
or company, fhall, upon notice given to him by the commif- 
fary of the mufters, or from one of his deputies, affemble the 
regiment, troop, or company under his command, in the next 
convenient place for their being muttered. 

ART. 56. Every Colonel or other field officer, or officer 
commanding any corps, to which there is no field officer, and 
actually rending with it, may give furloughs to non-commif- 
fioned officers and foldiers, in fuch numbers, and for fo lono- 
a time, as he fhall judge to be moll confiftent with the good of 
the fervice ; but no non-commiffioned officer or foldier fhall, by 
leave of his captain, or inferior officer, commanding the troop 
or company (his field officer not being prefent) beabfent above 
twenty days in fix months, nor fhall more than two private men 
be abfent at the fame time from their troop or company, except- 
ing fome extraordinary occafion fhall require it, of which oc- 
cafion the field officer prefent with, and commanding the regi- 
ment or independent corps, is to be judge. 

ART. 57. At every mailer the commanding officer of each 
regiment, trcop, or company, then prefent, fhall give to the 
commiffary of mufters certificates figned by himfelf, fignifying 
how long fuch officers, non-commiffioned officers, and foldiers, 
who fhall no: appear at the faid mufter, have been abfent, and 
the reafon of their abfence ; which reafons, and the time of 
abfence, fhall be inferted in the mufter rolls, oppofite to the 
refpeclive names of fuch abfentees : The faid certificates fhall, 
together with the mufter rolls, be by the faid commiffary tranf- 
mitted to the General, and to this or any future Congrefs of 
the united Colonies or Committee appointed thereby, within 
twenty days next after fuch mufler being taken ; on failure 
whereof, the commiffary fo offending, fhall be difcharged from 
the fervice. 

ART. 58. Every officer who fhall be convicted before a 
general court martial of having figned a falfe certificate, 
relating to the abfence of either officers, non-commiffioned 
•fficer, or private foldier, fhall be cafhiered. 

ART. 59. 
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ART. 59. Every officer who fhall knowingly make a falfe 
mufter of man or horfe, and every officer or commiflary, who 
fhall willingly fign, direft, or allow, the figning of the mufter 
rolls, wherein fuch falfe mufter is contained, fhall, upon proof 
made thereof, by two witnefles, before a general court-martial, 
becafhiered, and moreover forfeit all fuch pay as may be due 
to him at the time of conviction for fuch offence. 

ART. 60. Any commiflary who fhall be convicted of 
having taken any gift or gratuity on the muttering any regU 
ment, troop, or company, or on the figning the mufter rolls, 
fhall be difplaced from his office, and forfeit his pay, as in the 
preceeding article. 

ART. 61. Any officer, who fhall prefume to mufter any 
perfon as a foldier, who is at other times accuftomed to wear a 
livery, or who does not actually do his duty as a foldier, fhall 
be deemed guilty of having made a falfe mufter, and fhall 
fuffer accordingly. 

ART. 62. Every officer who fhall knowingly make a falfe 
return to the Commander in Chief of the American forces, or 
to any his fuperior officer, authorized to call for fuch returns, 
of the ftateof the regiment, troop, company, orgarrifon, un- 
der his command, or of arms, ammunition, cloathing, or 
other ftores thereunto belonging, fhall, by a court-martial be 
eafhiered. 

ART. 63. The commanding officer of every regiment, 
troop, independant company or garrifon, in the fervice afore- 
faid, fhall, in the beginning of every month remit to the Com- 
mander in chief of faid forces an exact return of the date of 
the regiment, troop, independant company, or garrifon under 
his command, fpecifying the names of the officers not then 
rending at their polls, and the reafon for, and time of their 
abfence : Whoever fhall be convicted of having through 
neglect or defign omitted the fending fuch returns, fhall be 
punifhed according to the nature of his crime by the judge- 
ment of a general court-martial. 

ART. 64. No Suttler fhall be permitted to fell any kind 
of liquors or victual, or to keep their houfes or fhops open, 
for the entertainment of foldiers, after nine at night, or be- 
fore the beating of the reveilles, or upon Sundays, during divine 

fervice 
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fervice or fermon, on the penalty of being difmiffed from aH 
future futtling. 

ART. 65. All officers commanding in the camp, or in 
any forts, barracks, or garrifons, are hereby required to fe e 
that the perfons permitted to futtle, mall fupply the foldiers 
with good and wholefome provifions at a reafonable price, as 
they {hall be anfwerable for their neglect. 

ART. 66. No officers commanding in any camp, garri- 
fons, forts, or barracks, (hall either themfelves exact exorbi- 
tant prices for houfes or flails, let out to futtlers, or mall con- 
nive at the like exa£tions in others, nor lay any duty or impo- 
fuions upon, or be interefted in the fale of iuch victuals, li- 
quors, or other neceffaries of life, which are brought into the 
camp, garrifon, fort, or barracks, for the ufe of the foldiers, 
on the penalty of being difcharged from the fervice. 

ART. 67. That the general, or commander in chief for the 
time being, mail have full power of pardoning, or mitigating 
any of the punifhments ordered to be inflicted, for any of the 
offences mentioned in the foregoing articles ; and every offen- 
der convicted as aforefaid, by any regimental court martial, 
may be pardoned, or have his punifhment mitigated by the co- 
lonel or officer commanding the regiment. 

ART. 68. When any commiffioned officer fhall happen to 
die, or be killed in the fervice of the United Colonies, the Ma- 
jor of the regiment, or the officer doing the Major's duty in 
his abfence, fhall immediately fecure all his effects, or equipage 
then in camp or quarters; and fhall before the next regiment- 
al court-martial, make an inventory thereof, and forthwith 
tranfmit the fame to the office of the Secretary of the Congrefs, 
orrfembly of the province in which the corps is ftationed, or 
fhall happen to be at the time of the death of fuc.h officer; to 
the end, that his executors may, after payment of his debts in 
quarters, and interment, receive the overplufs, if any be, to 
his or their ufe. 

ART. 6q. When any non-commiffioned officer, or private 
fbldier, fhall happen to die, or be killed in the fervice of the 
united colonies, the then commanding officer of the troop or 
company, fhall, in the prefence of two other commiffioned 
officers, take an account of whatever effects he dies poffeffed of, 

and 
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and tranfmit the fame, as in the cafe above provided for, in 
order that the fame may be fecured for, and paxd to their 
refpettive reprefentatives. 



By Order of the CONGRESS, 

Philadelphia, "> TqHN HANCOCK, Prefldent, 
June 30, 1775. J J • y 

A true Copy from the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Secretary. 
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